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Scientific Association of SRI launched in Japan

Japan Association of the System of Rice Intensification (J-SRI) held a regular meeting on March 9 in the
University of Tokyo with 11 attendees exchanging opinions to investigate the scientific mechanisms of the
outstanding increases in rice production by SRI. The second meeting in this year was the first time the name of
J-SRI was officially announced. In the meeting Prof. Eiji Yamaji was elected as the overall chairman of J-SRI, and
Prof. Masaru Mizoguchi as the secretary general.

In the meeting several scientific papers on SRI, both the pros and cons, were reviewed together with some
discussions about paddy yield fluctuations at the DISIMP (Decentralized Irrigation System Improvement Project in
Eastern Region of Indonesia) project site in South Sulawesi, Indonesia.

After the discussion, all attendees joined a brainstorming work of filling in large labels one by one, something
like a PCM (Project Cycle Management) workshop in developing countries—the question is ‘what is scientifically
uncertain of the increase in rice production by SRI’. All labels they filled in were categorized in the following eight
groups: 1) yield; 2) soil; 3) total quantity of water and effects intermittent irrigation; 4) fertilizer; 5) rice plant and
root; 6) labor productivity; 7) meteorological conditions; and 8) local context.

The overall chairman, Prof. Yamaji, is expected to take a strong leadership of the newly established J-SRl,
supported by Prof. Mizoguchi, the secretary general and an expert in field measurements with IT.
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