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Iitate Village, Fukushima 

Autumn Season 

 



On the other hand… 
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Basic info 

• People: about 6,000 

• Main industry: agriculture 

 

• Situation:  

   All people evacuated  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iitate 

Village 

Nuclear 

Power 

Plant 

30km 

60km 

Radiation dose monitoring map 

April, 2011 
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What is role of the researchers 

in such a situation ? 
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Researchers and Residents 



What is 

Resurrection of Fukushima? 
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NPO  

 Volunteers 

 Established: June 2011 

 Base: Iitate village  
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 222 members 

 Old people (around 

70) are playing an 

active part 

 Various backgrounds 

 

Active researchers     10% 

Retired researchers   11% 

Medical welfare          7% 

Salaried worker          34% 

Educator                      4% 

Manager                    18% 

Journalist                     3% 

Mechanic, Freelancer   9% 

Farmer                         4% 

Background 
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 Various generations 

20’s 
30’s 70’s 
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Japanese soil scientists 
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Cares for people by 

medical team 

Radiation measurements 

and drawing maps 

Decontamination 

experiments  

Cultivation test for the 

restoration of industries 

Activities 



Collaboration model  

in Iitate Village 
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Residents Researchers 

Government 

☆Local  
    knowledge 
☆Idea to  
    Restore 

☆Expertise 
☆Technology  
☆human  
    network 

☆Public services  
☆Large projects 
☆Leadership and vision 

NPO 

Volunteer 

Collaborate 

Village 



Case 1: Partnership with research institutes 
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Dept. of Agricultural Science 

RI institution 

Agricultural engineering 

working group in Univ.Tokyo 

Iitate Village Univ. Tokyo 
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Case 2:  Supporting the restoration plan  

              of residents 

“Madei” restoration plan 

Decontamination 

by residents 

Monitoring 

by residents  

"carefully“ and “heartfully"  

in the dialect of Iitate village 

 Residents can 

suggest the method 

based on scientific 

evidence 

 

 

 Residents can use 

the developed 

devices for this 

purpose 

 



Fundamental factors  

to sustain their activities 
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Expertise 

Technology 

Human 
network 

Vision 

Flexible 
care 

Vitality 

detailed 

response 

Work 
experience 

Wide field 

of view 

Factor 1: Using personal background 

               makes them act smoothly 
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Collaborate 

Active researchers 

Retired researchers  

Medical welfare 

worker 
Salaried  

worker  

Educator  
Management 

Journalist  
Mechanic 

Freelancer  

Farmers 

NPO 

Volunteer 
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Factor 2: collaboration without “thank you” 

 

【Movie】  

https://www.facebook.com/FukushimaSaisei/videos/10151967636322988


Additional collaboration model  

with the univ. Tokyo 

21 



 

22 

Dept. of Agricultural Science 

RI institution 

Agricultural engineering 

working group 

Iitate Village Univ. Tokyo 

“Madei” 

club 

Collaboration model with the univ. Tokyo 



Conclusion 
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Conclusions 

• In large-scale and long-span local project like 

this, the role of researchers is one of the 

most important things. 

 

• Researchers are expected to work as experts 

with residents, government and volunteers. 

 

• It is necessary and important to go and see, 

and do something as an active player. 
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JSSP ( Japanese Society of Soil Physics )  

conference 2013 at Fukushima 

Iitate Excursion 
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